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(FOLLOWING COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE
PROGRAM FLOOD PLAIN MANAGEMENT CRITERIA FOR FLOOD-PRONE AREAS
(44 CFR 60.3(b] & [¢]) AS REVISED 10/1/86)

FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION LOCAL LAW

SECTICN 1.0
STATUTORY AUTHORIZATTION AND PURPOSE

1.1 FIDINGS

The Town Board of the Town of

Groton ‘ finds that the potential and/or actual
_ damages fram flooding and erosion may be a problem to the residents of
the Town of Groton and that

such damages may include: destruction or loss of private and public
housing, damage to public facilities, both publically and privately
owned, and injury to and loss of human life. In order to minimize the
threat of such damages and to achieve the purposes and cbjectives
hereinafter set forth, this local law is adopted.

l.2 STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

It is the purpose of this local law to pramote the public health,
safety, and general welfare, and to minimize public and private losses
due to flood conditions in specific areas by provisions designed to:

(1) regulate uses which are dangercus to health, safety and
property due to water or erosion hazards, or which result in
damaging increases in erosion or in flood heights or
velocities;

(2) require that uses vulnerable to floods, including facilities
which serve such uses, be protected against flood damage at
the time of initial construction;

(3) control the alteration of natural floodplains, stream
channels, and natural protective barriers which are involved
in the accommodation of flood waters;

(4) control filling, grading, dredging and other development
which may increase erosion or flood damages;

(5) requlate the construction of flood barriers which will
unnaturally divert flood waters or which may increase flood
hazards to other lands; and

(6) qualify and maintain participation in the National Flood
Insurance Program.

1.3 OBRJECTIVES
The cbjectives of this local law are:
(1) +to protect human life and health;

(2) to minimize expenditure of public money for costly flocd
control projects;

(3) to minimize the need for rescue and relief efforts asso-
ciated with flooding and generally undertaken at the expense
of the general public;

(4) +to minimize prolonged business interrupticns;
(5) to minimize damage to public facilities and utilities such

as water and gas mains, electric, telephone, sewer lines,
streets and bridges located in areas of special flood hazard;



(6) to help maintain a stable tax base bv providing for the
sound use and development of areas of special flood hazard
so as to minimize future flood blight areas;

(7) to provide that developers are notified that property is in
an area of special flood hazard; and,

(8) to ensure that those who occupy the areas of special flocd
hazard assume responsibility for their actions.

SECTION 2.0
DEFINITIONS

Unless specifically defined below, words or phrases used in this local
law shall be interpreted so as to give them the meaning they have in
cammon usage and to give this local law its most reasonable
application.

"Appeal" means a request for'a review of the ILocal Administrator's
interpretation of any provision of this Local Law or a request for a
variance.

"Area of shallow flooding" means a designated AO or VO Zone on a
camunity's Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) with base flood depths
from one to three feet where a clearly defined channel does not exist,
where the path of flooding is unpredictable and indeterminate, and
where velocity flow may be evident.

"Area of special flood hazard" is the land in the floodplain within a
cammunity subject to a one percent or greater chance of flooding in
any given year. This area may be designated as Zone A, AE, AH, RO,
Al-99, V, VO, VE, or V1-30. It is also commonly referred to as the
base flocodplain or 1l00-year £loodplain.

"Base flood" means the flood having a one percent chance of being
equalled or exceeded in any given year.

"Basement" means that portion of a building having its floor subgrade
(below ground level) on all sides.

"Breakaway wall" means a wall that is not part of the structural
support of the building and is intended through its design and
construction to collapse under specific lateral loading forces without
causing damage to the elevated portion of the building or the
supporting foundation system.

"Building" means any structure built for support, shelter, or
enclosure for occupancy or storage.

“Cellar" - has the same meaning as "Basement".
"Coastal high hazard area" means the area subject to high velocity

waters including, but not limited to, hurricane wave wash. The area
is designated on a FIRM as Zone V1 - 30, VE, VO or V.

“Development" means any man-made change to improved or unimproved real
estate, including but not limited to buildings or other structures,
mining, dredging, filling, paving, excavation or drilling operations
located within the area of special flood hazard.

"Elevated building" means a non-basement building built to have the
Towest floor elevated above the ground level by means of fill, solid
foundation perimeter walls, pilings, columns (posts and piers), or
shear walls.

"Flood" or "Flooding" means a general and temporary condition of
partial or complete inundation of normally dry land arcas from:

(1) the overflow of inland or tidal waters;



(2) the unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface
waters fram any source.

Flood Boundarv and Floodway Map (FBFM)" means an official map of the
Cammunity published by the Federal Emergency Management Agency as part
of a riverine Community's Flood Insurance Study. The FBFM delineates
a Regulatory Floodway along water courses studied in detail in the
Flood Insurance Study.

"Flood Hazard Boundary Map (FHEM)" means an official map of a
cammnity, issued by the Federal Fmergency Management Agency, where
the boundaries of the areas of special flood hazard have been defined
but no water surface elevation data is provided.

"Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)" means an official map of a
cammunity, on which the Federal Emergency Management Agency has
delineated both the areas of special flood hazard and the risk premium
zones applicable to the cammunity.

"Flood Insurance Study"” is the official report provided bv the Federal
Emergency Management Agency. The report contains flood profiles, as
well as the Flood Boundary Floodway Map and the water surface
elevaticns of the base flood. :

"Flood proofing” means any combination of structural and
non-structural additions, changes, or adjustments to structures which
reduce or eliminate flood damage to real estate or improved real
property, water and sanitary facilities, structures and their
contents.

"Flocdway" - has the same meaning as "Regulatory Floodway".

"Flocor" means the top surface of an enclosed area in a building
(including basement), i.e., top of slab in concrete slab construction
~or top of wood flooring in wood frame construction.

"Functionally dependent use" means a use which cannot perform its
intended purpose unless it is located or carried out in close
proximity to water, such as a docking or port facility necessarv for
the loading and unlecading of cargo or passengers, shipbuilding, and
ship repair. The term does not include long-term storage,
manufacture, sales, or service facilities.

"Highest adjacent grade" means the highest natural elevation of the
ground surface, prior to construction, next to the proposed walls of a
structure.

"Lowest Floor" means lowest level including basement or cellar of the
lowest enclosed area. An unfinished or flood resistant enclosure,
usable solely for parking of vehicles, building access, or storage in
an area other than a basement or cellar is not considered a building's
lowest floor; provided, that such enclosure is not built so as to
render the structure in vieclation of the applicable non-elevation
design requirements of this Local Law.

"Manufactured hame" means a structure, transportable in cne or more
sections, which is built on a permanent chassis and designed to be
used with or without a permanent foundation when connected to the
required utilities. The term also includes park trailers, travel
trailers, and similar transportable structures placed on a site for
180 consecutive days or longer and intended to be improved property.

"Mean Sea Level" means, for purposes of the National Flood Insurance
Program, the National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) of 1929 or other
datum, to which base flood elevations shown on a community's Flood
Insurance Rate Map are referenced.

"Mobile hame" - has the same meaning as "Manufactured home".
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SECTICN 3.0
GENERAL PROVISIONS

LANDS TO WHICH THIS LOCAL LAW APPLIES
This local law shall apply to all areas of special flood

hazards within the jurisdiction of the Town of Groton
Tompkins County, New York ¥

BASIS FOR ESTABLISHING THE AREAS OF SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD

The areas of special flood hazard identified by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency in a scientific and engineering
report entitled "The Flood Insurance Study for the
of , of

County, New York", dated

, 19, with accompanying Flood Insurance
Rate Maps is hereby adopted and declared to be a part of this
Local Law. The Flood Insurance Study and FIRM are on file at

(OR)

The areas of special flood hazard identified by the Federal
Insurance Administration on its Flood Hazard Boundarv Map
(FEBM) , or Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) No.” 3612174
dated October 5, 1984 is hereby adopted and
declared to be a part of this Local Law. The FHEM or FIRM is
on file at

Town Clerk's Office, 101 Conger Blvd., Groton, N.Y.

INTERPRETATION, COMFLICT WITH OTHER LAWS

This Local Law is adopted in response to revisions to the
National Flood Insurance Program effective October 1, 1986 and
shall supercede all previcus laws adopted for the purpose of
establishing and maintaining eligibility for flood insurance.

In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this
local law shall be held to be minimum requirements, adopted for
the pramotion of the public health, safety, and welfare.
Whenever the requirements of this local law are at variance
with the requirements of any other lawfully adopted rules,
regulations, or ordinances, the most restrictive, or that
imposing the higher standards, shall govern.

SEVERABILITY

The invalidity of any section or provision of this local law
shall not invalidate any other section or provision therenf.

PENALTIES FOR NON-COMPLIANCE

No structure shall hereafter be constructed, located, extended,
converted, or altered and no land shall be excavated or filled
without full compliance with the terms of this Local Law and
any other applicable regulations. Any infraction of the
provisions of this Local Law by failure to comply with any of
its requirements, including infractions of conditions and
safequards established in connection with conditions of the
permit, shall constitute a vieolation. Any person who violates
this Local Law or fails to comply with any of its requirements
shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined no more than $250 or
imprisoned for not more than 15 davs or both. Each day of )
noncampliance shall be considered a separate cifense. Nothing
herein contained shall prevent the Town of Groton
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fram taking such other lawful action as necessary to prevent or
remedy an infraction. Any structure found not compliant with
the requirements of this Lecal Law for which the developer
and/or cwner has not applied for and received an approved
variance under Section 6.0 will be declared noncompliant and
notification sent to the Federal Emergency Management Agency.

WARNING AND DISCIAIMER OF LIABILITY

The degree of flood protection recuired by this local law is
considered reasonable for regulatorv purposes and is based on
scientific and engineering considerations. Larger floods can
and will occur on rare occasions. Flood heights may be
increased by man-macde or natural causes. This local law does
not imply that land outside the area of special flocod hazards
or uses permitted within such areas will be free from flooding
or flood damages. This local law shall not create liability on
the part of the Town of Groton , any officer or
employee thereof, or the Federal Emergency Management Agency,
for any flood damages that result fram reliance on this local
law or any administrative decision lawfully made thereunder.

SECTION 4.0
ADMTMISTRATION

DESIGNATION OF THE LOCAL ADMINISTRATOR

The  Code Enforcement Officer is hereby appointed Local
Administrator to administer and implement this local law by
granting or denying development permit applications in
accordance with its provisicns.

ESTABLISHMENT OF DEVELOPMENT PERMIT

A Development Permit shall be cbtained before the start of
construction or any other development within the area of
special flood hazard as established in Section 3.2. Applica-
tion for a Development Permit shall be made on forms furnished
by the Local Administrator and may include, but not be limited-
to: plans, in duplicate, drawn to scale and showing the nature,
location, dimensions, and elevations of the area in question;
existing or proposed structures, fill, storage of materials,
drainage facilities, and the location of the foregoing.

.2=1 APPLICATION STAGE.
The following information is required where applicable:

(a) Elevation in relation to mean sea level of the
proposed lowest floor (including basement or
cellar) of all structures:

(b) Elevation in relation to mean sea level to which
any non- residential structure will be
flood-proofed;

(c) When required, a certificate from a licensed )
professional engineer or architect that the utility
floodproofing will meet the criteria in Section
5.1-3(1);

(d) Certificate from a licensed professicnal engineer
or architect that the non-residential flood-proofed
structure will meet the flood-proofing criteria in
Section 5.2-2; and

(e) Description of the extent to which any watercourse
will be altered or relocated as a result of
proposed develomment.
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